




 

 

 

FAQ-Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is the Air National Guard (ANG)?  

The ANG is a reserve component of the United States Air Force (USAF). We work one weekend 

per month and 15 days Annual Training (AT) days per year.  

 

What’s the difference between the Air Force Reserves and the Air National Guard?  

The Air Force Reserves has a federal mission whereas the Air National Guard has both a state 

and a federal mission. We, the Air National Guard, fall under the direction of the Governor 

except for times in which the President calls upon us. Due to working for both the President and 

the Governor of Maryland we receive federal and state funding.  

 

How does getting state funding in addition to the federal funding benefit me?  

What this means to you is more education benefits. The state provides a state tuition assistance 

program for schools in Maryland. More money!  

 

What jobs are considered “critical career fields”?  

A particular career field is put on the critical list for one reason. These career fields are currently 

undermanned because people may have a hard time qualifying for these career fields. These 

career fields currently offer a 20K dollar sign on bonus. 

 

How long are Basic Military Training (BMT) and Technical School?  

BMT is eight and a half weeks in sunny San Antonio Texas at Lackland Air Force Base and 

Tech School is six weeks to one year long depending on which career you choose.  

 

Do I get to pick out my own job?  

Yes, you get to choose off a list of vacant jobs in which you qualify.  

 



How do I find out which jobs I qualify for?  

You will need to take the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery Test (ASVAB). This test 

is broken down into four different sections: mechanical, administrative, general, and electrical. 

You will also need to have a military physical done at MEPS, Military Entrance Processing 

Station.  

Once you take your ASVAB and physical then we will sit down and talk about all the different 

jobs that you qualify for. At that time, you can tell me which jobs you want to learn more about. 

You will know exactly what job you’re going into, meet people in that career field, and how long 

your tech school commitment is before you make a commitment to join the Air National Guard.  

 

How long is the commitment?  

It is one weekend per month and 15 days annual training for six years.  

 

What are the age qualifications to join the Air National Guard?  

17 years old and be at least a high school senior with either parental signature or 18 years old. If 

non-prior service you must enlist prior to your 40th birthday. There are no age waivers.  

 

Where is the Maryland Air National Guard located? 

There is one Air National Guard Base for the state of Maryland. We are located at 

2701 Eastern Blvd, Middle River MD 21220. 

 

Can my parents come with me to talk about all the details?  

Yes, I encourage your parents or close relatives to help you make your decision. This is a big 

commitment on your part, even if you are already 18 years old; please feel free to invite your 

parents along. Parents will look out for your best interest and think of asking questions that you 

might not remember to ask. 

 

 

 

 

Who do I call if I have more questions or I want to schedule an appointment?  

Call your Maryland Air National Guard recruiter, TSgt Spielman at 410-698-7451 




